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and Mtmster. Nor were the causes of this improvement
difficult to ascertain; the expansion of trade, to a great extent
set free, the relaxation of the barbarous Penal Code, which
brought land into commerce again, nay the hopes inspired by
the Revolution of 1782, quickened enterprise and increased
wealth; even the legislation of the Irish Parliament, which
favoured bounties, corn laws and protective duties, had ten-
dencies in the same direction, at least for a time.
The prospect for Ireland, therefore, from 1782 to 1789,
was not without promise in the future, anomalous as was her
political system. But, apart from her relations with England,
the dominant state, we can now see that her institutions must
have been greatly changed, if her Constitution was to have a
chance of permanence. Her Parliament, the corrupt conclave
of an exclusive caste, divided from the people in race and
faith, should have been thrown open to Protestant and
Catholic alike; the petty boroughs should have been swept
away; the electorate should have been composed of all classes,
without regard to religious distinctions. Catholic Ireland
should have been received within the Pale of the State, not
treated as a subject community; Catholics should have been
admitted to all offices of trust, and placed on the same level
of rights as Protestants. If the Established Church, too, was
to be left standing, the iniquity of the tithe should haw been
removed, especially as the impost oppressed the Presbyterian
no less than the Catholic, and was felt by both to be a cruel
grievance. But even Grattan, the chief of the Irish Liberals,
did not in these years advocate such large reforms, though
they were in accord with his political sympathies. He con-
tented himself at this time with denouncing the abuses of
the Irish Parliament, and with proposing a change in the
system of tithe; he did not, earnestly at least, as yet urge the
questions of Parliamentary Reform and Catholic rights. He
doubtless felt that it would be hopeless to attempt to bring
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